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Foreword

Since its establishment in 1994 as a human rightsorganisation, Odhikar has highlighted
instances of human rights violations committed by the state. Alongside raising
awareness amongst the people, Odhikar has consistently campaigned for
internationally recognized civil and political rights, carrying out various activities in an
attempt to prevent the state from committing human rights violations. Odhikar stands
with victims of human rights violations regardless of political affiliation and works

towards ensuring their safety and establishing justice.

While the July-Septembe 20214 report was being prepared
landscape underwent drastic changesinitiated by university students . From 1 July to 5

August the authoritarian government committed widespread human rights violations

to suppressthe student protests. Members of law enforcement agencies and leaders and

activists of the ruling party indiscriminately shot at protesting students. 1581 people

including children , were killed 1, over 18,000were injured 2 and 550 people sustained

injuries that damaged their eyesight3. What started as a student protest against the

guota system, soon turned into a peopdnéds wupr
August, the people of Bangladesh ousted the authoritarian government of Sheikh

Hasina through a mass uprising, and when the former Prime Minister was forced to flee

the country, an interim government was formed on 8 August 20244

During its reign from 6 January 2009 to 5 August 2024, the Awami League-led

government of Sheikh Hasina engaged in extensive human rights violations and acts of

! Prothom Alo English 28 September 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/pm7kcgunmb,
Samakal 28 September 2024, https://samakal.com/bangladesh/article/257973/

% Prothom Alo English 7 September 2024; https:/en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/1qylyémuhk

® The Daily Star 19 August 2024; https://bangla.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news-606761

*The Daily Star 9 August 2024; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/yunus-led-interim-
govt-takes-charge-3672656
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corruption. They destroyed the electoral system completely and forcefully retained

power, politicizing many important state institutions and making them subservient.

Several institutions, including the Election Commission, Anti -Corruption Commission

and the National Human Rights Commission, were rendered dysfunctional. Odhikar

also faced extreme state oppressiondue to its human rights -related activities. After

publishing the fact-finding report on e xtrajudicial killings in 2013, on 14 September

2023 after 10 years of trial process,Dhaka Cyber Tribunal judge AM Zulfi gar Hayat
sentenced Odhi kards secretary Adilur Rahman K
years imprisonment and fined them ten thousand taka each, under the repressive

Information and Communications Technology Act 2006. In 2022, after eight years of

stalling, t he NGO Affairs Bur eau und eaeclined the Pr i me
application for renewal of Od hi kar s rTheg Hight Goartt Divesion. of the

Supreme Court scrapped the convictions against Adilur Rahman Khan and ASM Nasir

Uddin Elan on 22 August 2024, and at the time of the interim government, the NGO

Af fairs Bureau renewed Odhi kards registration

The threeemonth human rights report for July -September 2024 has been prepared by
Odhikar based on reports sent by human rights activists affiliated with Odhikar and
data published by different news media. This report has been divided into three
sections. Thefirst section (A) covers relevant information from 1 July to 5 August 2024
during the authoritarian regime of Sheikh Hasina. The second section (B) contains
relevant information from 9 August to 30 September, spanning the interim
gover nment 6 dirdmsactiore (C) cdntaias information regarding other human
rights violations from 1 July to 30 September. Bangladesh had no government between

5-8 August 2024.
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Statistics: January - September 2024
e Interim
Awami League Govt Government
. : Government
Type of Human Rights Exists
V. | t. E‘ = = = =
iolation S |8 5 | = | e - |Ba 3 o %g;EL
5718|282 |3|3 |52 §¢ (54|58 Tn
S @ = | < < < | »
Extrajudicial killings & 1111 o 5 1 1 1585 0 0 s | NA
Massacre
_ Enforced ojo|2|4|l4a|0]10]0 0 ol o0 20
Disappearances
Death in Jail 15(15| 11| 6 6 8 2 0 0 4 5 72
Sentenced
Death to death 36 43| 32| 27|37 |30| 28| O 0 18 | 10 | 261
Penalt
Y | Executon |0 |lo|o|o|o|o|o|o| o |o]|o] o
Human | Bangladeshis| , | | 4, | 3| 2 | 2 | 1 | o 0 1| 2| 17
r|ghts Killed
loiEs Bangladeshis
by Indian Ig. 0|1|5|5|3|2]|5]2 0 2 | 0| 25
njured
BSF
Killed O,0| O 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 5
Attackon | e |29 114| 8 |15 | 14| 4 | 25 | 8 0 3| 1| 121
journalists
Assaulted 2 12| 2 7 6 0 2 0 0 2 0 23
Public lynching 6 |4 8 4 5 1 1 | 35 0 14 | 17 95
Political Killed 22 15| 8 8 | 18 | 20| 14 | 93 4 34 | 18 | 254
Violence Injuries  |1555385| 202 | 198| 897 | 789 | 2219| 734 9 467 | 841 | 8296
° Except for the information regarding extrajudicial killings in July - 05 August, all other information has
been documented by Odhikar. The sources were national dailies and information collected from human
rights defenders. Some people were killed jointly by police and Awami League activists. This data has
al so been inserted in Odhikarés extrajudicial killing

® Information from Prothom Alo English 28 September 2024;
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/pm7kcqunmb, Samakal 28 September 2024;

https://samakal.com/bangladesh/article/257973/, and from Students Against Discrimination and Jatiya

Nagorik Committee. The number reported here reflects the total death toll during the July-August
massacre. Odhikar is still investigating and compiling its list of extrajudicial killings during July - 05

August.
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The massacre

1. The student movement against the authoritarian regime of Sheikh Hasina is a

historical event in Bangladesh. Seeking to repress the movement with a heavy
hand, the then-government unleashed its affiliates, such as Chhatra Leagu€,
Jubo Leagué and Swechchasebak Leagu®& against the student protestors.
During this time, even a UN-labelled armed vehicle was deployed to quell
protests.10 Members of law enforcement agencies and security personnel shot at
student protesters indiscriminately. 1581 people, including children , were
killed 11, over 18,0002 were injured , and 550 peoplel3 sustained injuries that
damaged their eyesight. These numbers are expected to be much higheras the

tally continues. The mass killings perpetrated in July-August 2024 are the largest

i n Bangl adeshds history of repression

killings, members of law enforcement agencies also disappeared, arrested, and

tortured student protesters.

. The student protests began based on a wit petition. 14 On 5 June 2024, a bench

consisting of Justice Kamrul Kader and Justice Khijir Hayat of the High Court

’ Student wing of the Bangladesh Awami League (BAL)

® Youth wing of the Bangladesh Awami League (BAL)

® Volunteer wing of the Bangladesh Awami League (BAL)

19 DW News 23 July 2024; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMF9dWjg8P0

' Prothom Alo English 28 September 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/pm7kcgunmb,
Samakal 28 September 2024, https://samakal.com/bangladesh/article/257973/

12 prothom Alo English 7 September 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/1qylyémuhk

'3 The Daily Star 19 August 2024; https://bangla.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news-606761

4 This movement began primarily on 17 February 2018. At this time, students protested to reform the
guota system thatexist ed i n government jobs under the banner
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Division of the Supreme Court ruled that the previous circular canceling the
freedom fighter quota for jobs in government offices, autonomo us and semi
autonomous institutions, and direct recruitment to various corporations (9 t to
13h grade) was illegal. From 6 June, studentsorganised a protest rally under the
banner oDhaka University Students, 6 oppos
reinstate the quota system and demanding the retention of merit-based

recruitment.

3. On 1 July, various universities across the country, including Dhaka University,
organised student rallies, demanding the reinstatement of the circular canceling
the quota system. A t this ti me, the protestersd pl e
OAnDiiscri mination Student M omaeenbee Appellake On 4
Division of the Supreme Court, headed by Chief Justice Obaidul Hassan, did not
suspend the Hi gh Co uafwhithsthedjwota Bystémoremained.e c a u s e
From then onwards, the protests gained momentum among students nationwide.
Students joined the movement spontaneously and called for strikes. From 6 July,
students from different universities and educational institution s across the
country organised several programmes, including demonstrations, exam
boycotts and student rallies. On 7 July they declared a blockade of all roads and
highways. This programme, dubbed the o0Bangla Bl ockadec
a shutdown of the whole country. On 8 July students blocked 11 regions in
Dhaka, hosted demonstrations at nine universities, blockaded railways in three
places and highways in six places. On this day, a team of 65 coordinators of the
Anti -Discrimination Student Movement wa s formed. On 10 July, the Anti-

Discrimination Student Movement declared a Bangla Blockade from morning to

Council .o Afterwards, the government disrupted the st uc¢
who attacked the student protesters with sticks, pellet guns, tear gas, and hot water cannons. Members

and activists of Chhatra League, Awami League supporters, joined the police to attack protesters, just as

they did in 2024. At one point, when the protests spread across the entire student population, the Prime

Minister was forced to announce the cancellation of the quota at the National Parliament. Then in 2021,

some people identifying as children of freedom fighters filed a writ petition with the High Court Division of

the Supreme Court, demanding this circular to be cancelled.

7



evening. On 11 July, in several regions of the country, police attacked students

with sticks and fired tear gas and rubber bullets at them, leaving at least 40

people injured. > 0On 14 July during a press conference at Ganabhaban, the former

Prime Minister, responding to a (pro-regime) j our nal i stf&s questi o
the grandchildren of freedom fighters do not receive quota benefits, should the
grandchildren of rajakars!é receive t h e m& @nidnight that same day, many

Dhaka University students, across campus and several residence halls, protested

againstt he f or mer Prime Ministero6s remar ks, wl
They chanted several sl ogans i nc&rhjakari ng 0W
rajakardé and oO0OWe asked foraj aupAta.pi@sdt s, b

conference on 15 July, General Secretaryof Awami League Obaidul Quader ,
threatened to send the Chhatra League after student protesters, as is customary,
stating that they would respond to the O0Ra
speech,menl? were brought to the university campus to attack students. On the
same day, Chhatra League members and activistsattacked student protesters at
Dhaka University with firearms and various local weapons, leaving over 300 of
them injured. Chhatra League activists also indiscriminately attacked female
students, many of whom were physically assaulted and seriously injured. 18 Shots
were fired at the students and bombs thrown at them .19 Journalists attempting to
document the events were also attacked by Chhatra League activists. When the
injured were admitted to D haka Medical College Hospital, Chhatra League
activists entered the hospital premises to continue their attacks. Helmeted, pro-

government goons attacked not only Dhaka University, but also Jahangirnagar,

® The Daily Star 12 July 2024, https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/quota-protests-heat-
govt-mulls-hard-line-3654791, Manabzamin 12 July 2024, https://mzamin.com/news.php?news=118270

|l abel ARajakaro was given to associates and col | al

" The Daily Star 15 July 2024; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/bcl-quota-protesters-
clash-3657531, Daily Nayadiganta 16 July 2024; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/first-page/849961/

*® Prothom Alo English 16 July 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/city/kxvjs84138, Samakal 16
July 2024; https://samakal.com/education/article/246859

!9 Prothom Alo English 15 July 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/3dnfvcty2a, Manabzamin 16
July 2024; https://mzamin.com/news.php?news=118886
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Rajshahi, and Chittagong universities,20 Kushtia Islamic University, Kurigram

Govt. College?l, Rangpur Begum Rokeya University and student protesters in

Jessore?? Police, Chhatra League, Jubo League, and other pregovernment forces

continued their attacks on student protesters on the streets23 On 16 July, a

member of the police force named S | Yunus shot and killed Abu Sayeed a

student of Begum Rokeya University, Rangpur. The event, which was videoed

on a cell phone, garnered widespread attention on social media. Dr. Tuhin

Wadud, the University professor who took Abu Sayeedto the hospital, said that

he had numerous rubber bullet wounds all over his body, including on his arms,

chest, back, and face. The doctors performing the autopsy declared that this

happened because he was shot from a close distancé4 In order to distract from

the case filed against his death, the preliminary information statement reads that

Abu Sayeeddied at some point from the protesters firing bullets and hurling

bricks.2> The police accused eleventh grade student Alfi Shahriar Mahim, of

Police Lines School and College, Rangpur, in the case of AbuSayeedd s deat h.
Mahi més father states that the police capt
foot. On 19 July, Mahim appeared before a court in Rangpur, after being shown
arrested for Abu Sayeedd6s murder. Accordin
16 years and ten months old, but in the police case, his age wasecorded as 1926

When students al |l over the country took

0 prothom Alo English 16 July 2024; https:/en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/city/kxvjs84138, Samakal 16
July 2024; https://samakal.com/education/article/246859/

 The Daily Star 15 July 2024; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/bcl-quota-protesters-
clash-3657531, Jugantor 16 July 2024; https://www.jugantor.com/tp-firstpage/828506

*2 Prothom Alo English 16 July 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/city/kxvjs84138, Prothom Alo
16 July 2024, https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/h6dxt7siwl

23 Jugantor 17 July 2024, https://www.jugantor.com/tp-first-page/828882/

%4 The Daily Star 27 July 2024; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/abu-sayeds-death-
police-firing-cops-fir-runs-counter-known-facts-3662771, Samakal 25 July 2024;
https://samakal.com/whole-country/article/247614/

* The Daily Star 27 July 2024; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/abu-sayeds-death-
police-firing-cops-fir-runs-counter-known-facts-3662771, Prothom Alo 28 July 2024;
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/hhh9h70z63

“® Prothom Alo English 1 August 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/eg1760ezrb, Prothom Alo 1
August 2024; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/623hzx820j
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murder, police and activists of Chhatra League and Jubo League continued their
violent spree?’” The government began using the police, BGB, and specialized
SWAT forces against the protesters?8 At this point, local people also joined the

student protesters.2®

Students gather at Shahbag intersection in Dhakduby 11, breaking police barricades and demanding
guota reforms. Photo: Samakal, 12 July 2024.

ChhatraLeague members attacking students protesting for quota reforms in government jobs at Dhaka

University. Photo Jugantor, 16 July 2024.

" Prothom Alo English 2 August 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/5jviOxye5l, Prothom Alo 2
August 2024; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/djik2als3t

8 Samakal 19 July 2024; https://epaper.samakal.com/nogor-edition/2024-07-19/1/6379

# Nayadiganta 19 July 2024
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Quota reform movementqtesters being attacketiDhaka University campuby Chhatra League
Photo: Samakal, 16 Juip24.

ThreeChhatra Leégué membevit guﬁs, seen firing at protésting students dijring clasaelBhaka
University. Photo: Prothom Alo: 16 July 2024.
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4. In the Bishwa Road area of Rampura in Dhaka city, protesters sought refuge
from police bullets in various streets and alleys. The police used drones to target
and shoot at protesters.30 As protesters had d e c | a r e@rdpleta shutdown 6
from 18 July, the government shut off in ternet services’! until 23 July and carried
out indiscriminate killings. At this time there were arson attacks carried out on
D h a k a dasgladeBnh Television building, the Directorate of Disaster
Management and Setu Bhaban, anda Metrorail station was vandali sed. Besides

this, police boxes in different areas were also burnt down and vandalised.32

5. On 18 July, Shakh Ashabul Yeamin, a student at the Military Institute of Science
and Technology (MIST), was shot by the police. He was then hoisted onto the
roof of an armored police vehicle. Yeamin was still alive at the time. Later,
several policemen dragged him down and tossed his body across the road

divider. The incident took place near the Pakiza Model Mosque in Savar during

guota reform movements. 33

% Nayadiganta 19 July 2024

3 New Age, 4 August, 2024; https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/241641/mobile-internet-shut-down-
across-bangladesh-again, Prothom Alo 4 August 2024;
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/5h6t8ayirl

%> Samakal 19 July 2024; https://epaper.samakal.com/nogor-edition/2024-07-19/1/6373

% Prothom Alo English 15 August 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/eqizjx6216
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6. The government imposed a curfew across the country on 20 July and the army

was deployed. A general holiday was also declared. Student protesters still took
to the streets34 The police headquarters stated that a total of 44 police officers
had been killed in July-August.35 20 police stations including the police

headquarters were attacked, vandalised, and set on fire.36 Some other instances

of extrajudicial killings related to the movement are mentioned below :

On 19 July, Al Amin Roni (24), a mechanic in a workshop, was shot dead by law

enfor cement personnel in Dhakads Mohakhal

the family, and his wife was six months pregnant.3” On 19 July, law enforcers
shot at student protesters from helicopters in Dania, Dhaka, killing college
student Mohammad Nayeem. 38 During clashes between protesters and police in
front of the BTV building on 19 July, shots fired at protesters from helicopters
injured many. When a driver named Alamgir Sheikh went to give the protesters
water, he was also shot deadfrom a helicopter.3® On 22 July, protesters were shot
at by highway police officers from above the Institute of Child and Mother
Health in Matuail. In retaliation, angry protesters set the building ablaze. The
trapped highway police officers were rescued via helicopters. However, police
did not rescue Selim Mondol (29), Abdus Salam (22), and Sohel (20),three
carpenters who died entrapped in the building due to the smoke and fire.40 On 4
August Golam Nafiz, an eleventh grader at Banani Bidyaniketan School and
College, was shot, kelow the pedestrian bridge in Farmgate. Nafiz was carried

away on a rickshaw, but Awami League leaders accosted the vehicle and

% Prothom Alo English 2 August 2024, https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/5jviOxye5l, Prothom Alo 25

July 2024 (2 August 2024); https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/djik2als3t

* The Daily Star 18 August 2024; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/police-hg-releases-

names-and-details-slain-cops-3680371
% The Daily Star 6 August 2024; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/66-dead-city-

convulsed-violence-3670231, Kaler Kantho 6 August 2024;
https://www.kalerkantho.com/online/national/2024/08/06/1412181

" Samakal 22 July 2024; https://epaper.samakal.com/nogor-edition/2024-07-22/7
% Jugantor 22 July 2024; https://www.jugantor.com/tp-bangla-face/833728

% New Age 24 September 2024; https://www.newagebd.net/print/post/246044, Samakal 25 July 2024;

https://samakal.com/whole-country/article/247629/
40 Nayadiganta 23 July 2024
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prevented bullet-ridden Nafiz from being taken to the hospital. Despite facing
obstacles from the police and Awami League leaders, Jibon Ahmed, a
photojournalist at Manabzamin, was able to take a few pictures of Nafiz
balancingont he ri ckshawds footrest. The next C
were published in the newspaper, bbdgati z6s p

the morgue.4!

Bullet-ridden Nafiz being carried away on a rickshaw. He was still holding onto a rod at th& hise.
photographpublishedn the newspapers h el ped N albcate hisbodya theehaspital morgue.
Photo: Prothom Alo, 12 dégust 2024.

8. On 19 July, members of law enforcement agencies shot deadl1-year-old Samir 42
4-year-old Abdul Ahad, 43 6-year-old Riya Gop,** in their own homes, and 15
year-old Md. Rasel, killed at DIT road Narayangan;.

** Prothom Alo English 13 August 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/deg62xtoct, Prothom Alo
12 August 2024, https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/912Itfgs3i

2 Prothom Alo English 25 July 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/leyljirpgge, Prothom Alo 24
July 2024; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/pfu6f47u5m

3 Prothom Alo English 26 July 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/b4ez754jvi, Prothom Alo 26
July 2024; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/ghkm45mijr7

** The Daily Star 30 July 2024; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/lives-we-lost/news/6-year-
old-shot-while-her-fathers-arms-passes-away-3665151, Prothom Alo 25 July 2024;
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/cmpgn5yw59
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Abdul Ahad (left) and Riya Gofright), shot dead by law enforcement agenétesto: Prothom Alo, 26
and 25July 2024.

9. In Rayerbag, Mohammadpur, Anjuman Mofidul Islam buried the bodies of 21

people, including a child, killed in the violence during the movement. 45 They had

all been shot dead.46

10.0n 5 August, when a mass of people surrounded Ashulia Police Sation in
Dhaka, the police opened fire, shooting and killing many. Among them, seven
bodies were loaded onto a police van, and later the bodies were set on fire.

Allegedly, some ofthem were still alive at that time .47

Scores injured

11.People were injured by both indiscriminate and targeted police firing during the
student movement of July-August. Those injured sought treatment at various
hospitals in Dhaka.4® Students, workers, and day labourers were among the

many bullet -ridden patients. Some of them underwent amputation of limbs or

** Prothom Alo English 25 July 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/bb6vucjel7, Prothom Alo 25
July 2024; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/xtagswyjfw

*®The Daily Star July 30 2024, https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/lives-we-lost/news/6-year-
old-shot-while-her-fathers-arms-passes-away-3665151, Samakal 26 July 2024;
https://epaper.samakal.com/nogor-edition/2024-07-26/1/6635

*" The Daily Star, 1 September 2024; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-
justice/news/viral-video-august-5-policemen-seen-piling-bodies-van-3691536, Manabzamin 1 September
2024; https://mzamin.com/news.php?news=125464#gsc.tab=0

“8 Prothomalo, 26 July 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/m7y7u9hq6éy, Prothom Alo 25 July
2024; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/imke2wcyep, Samakal 26 July 2024;
https://samakal.com/capital/article/247676/
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other body parts to save their lives.49 Many intelligence agencies including
police forces, collected information on patients at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, who were being treated for bullet injuries sustained during the

violence. Many patients were forced to leave the hospital, fearing arrests by the
police.>0 A large number of p eople were also admitted to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital and eye hospitals for severe bullet wounds sustained to eyes when

police shot at them.

Enforced Disappearances

12.For a long time, the authoritarian Awami League government under Sheikh
Hasina used enforced disappearance as an instrument of state oppression, to
prolong and retain their power. They disappeared several members and activists
of opposition parties and dissidents and created an atmosphere of fear in the
country .

13.During the July -August mass uprising, 10 people were disappeared and
tortured. One person among them has still not been found.

14.0n 1 July, Vice President of Dhaka College Chhatra DaP! Atiqur Rahman Rasel,
was picked up from Azimpur Chapra Mosque, Dhaka, by members of law
enforcement agencies. When Rastectivé Brantha mi | vy
(DB) police, Directorate General of Forces Intelligence OGFI), various Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP) stations, and the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) office
in hopes of finding hiamest Rahseeyl Oasl If adtehreired M
Hossain Sardar, filed a writ petition for

of the Supreme Court on 10 July. On 5 August, after the fall of Sheikh Hasinad s

* The Daily Star 26 July 2024; https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/quota-protests-
trauma-pain-etched-their-faces-3662241, Jugantor 28 July 2024; https://www.jugantor.com/tp-city/831002
* Daily Sun 1 August 2024; https://www.daily-sun.com/post/760006, Daily Nayadiganta 26 July 2024;
https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/first-page/850978/

* Student wing of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
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government, Rasel was dropped off near Kuril Bishwa Road, at around 3 AM.
Rasel stated thathe had been tortured during the time he was detained.52

15.0n 13 July, Bhashantek Swechchasebak Da® leader Shakil Ahmed, was picked
up by a group of men in plain clothesf r om Ruposhi road, near
Police Sation.>®* When Shakil 6s family members cont
various DMP police stations, and the RAB office in hopes of finding him, they all
denied arresting Shakil.>*At t he time of this reportdos p
trace of Shakil.

16.0n 19 July, Nur Nabi, a coordinator of the Anti-Discrimination Student
movement and student of Jagannath University, was picked up from in front of
the Uni ver si tyds dyPouildimgt hy rpoliee | AddlBamal Deputy Police
Commissioner (ADC) Badrul.56 Nur Nabi states that he was taken to the Mintu
Road DB office, where he was stripped naked, thrown onto the ground, and beat
mercilessly. He was told that &Chhatra League broke one of his arms, and the
police would break the other.>6He was finally released on 6 August, after
enduring extreme torture at the DB office. 58

17.0n 19 July Asif Mahmud, one of the key coordinators of the movement (a current
Adviser under the interim government ), was picked up at night from Mohanagar
Residential Area, Hatirjheel, Dhaka by the DB police. He was given an injection
that rendered him unconscious, and whenever he regained consciousness, he
was given an injection to sedate him again. Around 11 a.m. on 24 July, the DB
police dropped him off at Mohanagar Project in Rampura, with his eyes

blindfolded . He stated that he was disappeared and tortured to pressure him

52 Daily Nayadiganta 11 August 2024; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/law-and-justice/854925/
*% Volunteer wing of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)

> Report collected by Odhikar

*fAManabzamin 10 hifps:Amzdminrcomhénws.ghp?news=131019#gsc.tab=0

% Daily Nayadiganta 22 July 2024

°" Dhaka Tribune 9 August 2024; https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/education/354228/jnu-
coordinator-describes-brutal-police-torture, Samakal 9 August 2024;
https://samakal.com/bangladesh/article/249923/

°® Dhaka Tribune 17 August 2024; https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/355031/jnu-student-
movement-coordinator-steps-down, Samakal 17 August 2024;
https://samakal.com/bangladesh/article/251230/
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into suspending the protests.5° Another coordinator of the movement, Abu Baker
Majumder , was picked up from Dhanmondi in Dhaka, by DB police on 19 July,
in order to force him to release a statement calling off the protests. When Baker
refused, he was locked in a dark room for five days and released on 24 July°

18. Around midnight on 20 July , Nahid Islam, one of the key coordinators of the
movement (current Adviser under the interim government), was picked up from
a home in Nandipara, Khilgaon by men saying they were members of security
forces. After he got into their car, he was blindfolded and handcuffed. He was
taken to a house, where he was asked questions about the movement and
tortured physically and mentally. At some point during the torture Nahid lost
consciousness. Tlosewho disappeared him left him under a bridge in Purbachal,
Dhaka, on 22 July. He was admitted to Gonoshasthaya Nagar Hospital in
Dhaka.61

One of the key coordinators of the Abiscrimination Student Movement\ahid Islam, was
disappeared and tortureBhoto: Manabzamin, 22 July 2024.

% Jagonews24.com, 9 August 2024; https://www.jagonews24.com/country/news/960044

% prothom Alo English 25 July 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/dz51fhhcw6, Prothom Alo 24
July 2024; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/b7zcbmknqi

® New Age 22 July 2024; https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/240695/quota-protest-coordinator-
nahid-reappears-injured, Manabzamin 22 July 2024; https://mzamin.com/news.php?news=119351
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19.0n 5 August, when the authoritarian government fell due to the student -led
mass-uprisings, the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina fled the country. After her
departure, family members of victims of enforced disappearances, as well as
some former army officers, positioned themselves at the DGFI headquarters,
demanding the return of those who had been
a name given by people to denote the secret detention cente's (joint interrogation
cell). Barrister Mir Ahmad bin Quasem Arman and former Brigadier General
Abdullahil Aman Azmi 62 were released on 6 August after eight years of being

disappeared by the Awami League regime. UPDF leader Michael Chakma was

released on 7 August after enduring five years of disappearance$3

Barrister Mir Ahmad bin QuasemArman, Former Brigadier General Abdullahil Aman Azmi, UPDF
Leader Michael Chakma (left to righPhotes: Prothom Alo, 6 August 2024anijjo Protidin, 8 August
2024 Photo: Prothom Alo, 7 August 2024.

lllegal detention s, mass arrests, torture
20.0n 26 July, Nahid Islam, Asif Mahmud Shojib Bhuiyan, and Abu Baker
Majumder, three coordinators of the Anti -Discrimination Students Movement,
were picked up from Dhakads GonBotick#fot haya
0secur it y*¥Usingettee sane sexcuse, DBPolice picked up Sarjis Alom

and Hasnat Abdullah, two more coordinators of the Movement from the Science

%2 prothom Alo English 6 August 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/axj3uuswcp

% prothom Alo 7 August 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/czennpwfpd

% Samakal English 27 July 2024; https://en.samakal.com/bangladesh/170831586/-coordinators-of-quota-
protesters-are-in-db-custody, Samakal 27 July 2024; https://[samakal.com/bangladesh/article/247773/
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Laboratory area on 27 July, and Nusrat Tabassum from Mirpur on 28 July %5 They
wer e all i Il egal | y PdlieeHeadoquartrs, dut lat® relpdsedd s DB
on 1 August under pressure from protesters.

21.During the protests of July -August, the government began country -wide mass
arrests, of opposition party leaders and activists as well as student protesters.56
The police launched campaigns and indiscriminately arrested people without
warrants, not only from the homes of opposition party members, but also from
the homes of regular citizens.57 In police stations all over the country, police and
government supporters were plaintiffs in cases filed regarding the movement ,
most of which were fabricated and falsified. 68 Police indiscriminately arrested
children, teenagers, youth, and labourers during this time. Several children,
including seventh grader Nayeem Islaméd, 13vyear-old Al Amin , 15year-old
Sifat7%, and ninth grader Amir Hamza 71, were arrested by the police.”2 Lower
courts granted remand despite repeated requests following the mass arrests, aml
relatives and lawyers of victims alleged that people were being tortured after
being remanded.”® Members of law enforcement agencies did not follow the
directives from the High Court with regards to investigations after arrests and
remand. Even when instances of human rights violations, including torture,

came t o t he courtds a t ansequénces’h At a tpressr e wef

% Prothom Alo 1 August 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/p5yj72kys4, Prothom Alo 1 August
2024; https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/vt91gmdtcb

% Manabzamin 26 July 2024; https://mzamin.com/news.php?news=119958

% Prothom Alo English 30 July 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/jf0izqcw38, Samakal 28 July
2024; https://samakal.com/bangladesh/article/247961/

% prothom Alo English 25 July 2024; https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/g5tqzgk6af, Daily
Nayadiganta 26 July 2024; https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/first-page/850974/, New Age 23 July 2024;
https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/240514/boy-with-disability-not-spared-in-wholesale-arrest,
Jugantor 28 July 2024; https://www.jugantor.com/tp-lastpage/830970, Jugantor 27 July 2024;
https://www.jugantor.com/tp-city/830683

% Manabzamin 24 July 2024; https://mzamin.com/news.php?news=119357

% Manabzamin 24 July 2024; https://mzamin.com/news.php?news=119371

" samakal 26 July 2024; https://samakal.com/capital/article/247667/

2 Manabzamin 24 July 2024; https://mzamin.com/news.php?news=119371

® Nayadiganta 26 July 2024; http://www.enayadiganta.com/news.php?nid=850482

" New Age 27 August 2024; https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/241026/sc-quidelines-largely-
ignored-in-wholesale-arrests-remand, Samakal 29 July 2024;
https://samakal.com/bangladesh/article/248125/
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conference on 27 July Maria Nur, wife of Gono Odhikar Parishad President
Nurul Hag Nur, alleged that after her husband was arrested, he was tortured in

custody - hung upside down by the feet, given injections, and electrocuted , while

his &onfessiondwas taken.”>

Father of 15/earold Sifat, searching for his son. Photo: Manabzamin, 24 July 2024.

Dhaka University student Ibrahipbeingcarried into court by the poliadter being taken into remand
Photo: Daily Nayadiganta, 26 July 2024.

22.0n 22 July, members of Chhatra League picked up an intellectually and

physically challenged 15year-old Ashik from his home in Nakhalpara, Dhak a,

® The Daily Star July 29 2024; https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/editorial/news/police-must-abide-
court-rulings-arrests-and-remand-3665041, Manabzamin 27 July 2024;
https://mzamin.com/news.php?news=120175
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