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A Joint Statement on the occasion of 10 December - International Human Rights Day 2022

BANGLADESH: Government must stop human rights violations and end
impunity

Dhaka/ Bangkok/ Geneva/ Hong Kong/ Johannesburg/ Kuala Lumpur/ Manila/ Paris/
Washington DC, 09 December 2022: The undersigned human rights organisations commemorate
all victims of human rights violations and stand in solidarity with the victims’ families in
Bangladesh and across the world. This year’s International Human Rights Day’s slogan is
“Dignity, Freedom, and Justice for All”. International Human Rights Day 2022 is being observed
at a time when the human rights situation in Bangladesh continues to worsen. The absence of
effective institutions to prevent political intolerance, undemocratic practices and human rights
abuses has resulted in rampant impunity. The current authoritarian government has deprived the
people of the benefits of good governance and administration of justice through the politicisation
of various State institutions, including the judiciary and the Election Commission, and has severely
repressed civil and political rights, including the rights to freedom of expression, freedom of
peaceful assembly, and freedom of association.

Bangladesh is a party to eight major international treaties, including the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the United Nations (UN) Convention against Torture, and has
ratified the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. However, the government continues
to disregard its obligations under these treaties. Gross human rights violations, including cases of
enforced disappearance, extrajudicial killings, and_torture, continue to occur in Bangladesh. The
government continues to deny the occurrence of enforced disappearances and has yet to ratify the
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
Members of law enforcement agencies and security forces enjoy impunity as the incumbent
government uses them to implement its political agenda.



https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/bangladesh
https://www.newagebd.net/article/182079/youth-taken-by-db-goes-missing
https://www.newagebd.net/article/182079/youth-taken-by-db-goes-missing
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/man-killed-nganj-gunfight-rab-1-3166111
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/man-dies-

Despite_strong international criticism, the government has intensified its crackdown on civil
society organisations and human rights defenders, and the suppression of civic space. Examples
of this include the harassment against human rights organisations such as _Odhikar. It is
suppressing dissenting voices by enforcing repressive laws, including the Digital Security Act and
by filing criminal cases, including_sedition and_defamation charges. Furthermore, members of the
ruling Awami League party and law enforcement agencies have regularly attacked and_hindered
peaceful assemblies of opposition political parties and dissidents. Ruling party members have also
filed false and politically-motivated cases against a large number of opposition party leaders and
activists. Law enforcement agencies have conducted_raids and indiscriminate arrest operations
against opposition party leaders and activists._Journalists and_media outlets face many forms of
repression, including frequent lawsuits, harassment, and serious physical attacks, and in some
cases, deadly violence. Censorship, threats, intimidation, and persecution of media outlets is
common. Attacks on journalists working for independent media outlets have also taken place.

On the occasion of International Human Rights Day 2022, our organisations call for an end to
authoritarianism and the respect for democratic principles, human rights, human dignity, and social
justice in Bangladesh. We urge the UN human rights monitoring mechanisms to press the
Bangladeshi authorities to hold the perpetrators accountable. We call on the government of
Bangladesh to create an independent, specialised mechanism that works closely with victim-
families and civil society, as recommended by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, to
investigate all allegations of gross human rights violations, and to hold the perpetrators
accountable.

--- End of the Statement ---
H##
The organisations jointly publish the statement are:

. Anti-Death Penalty Asia Network (ADPAN)

. Asian Federation Against Involuntary Disappearances (AFAD)

. Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA)
. Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC)

. Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL)

. Capital Punishment Justice Project (CPJP)

. CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation

. International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH)
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. Maayer Daak

10. Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights (RFK Human Rights)
11. Odhikar

12. World Organization Against Torture (OMCT)


https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/03/un-experts-urge-bangladesh-end-reprisals-against-human-rights-defenders-and
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/rights-organisation-odhikar-denied-registration-renewal-434262
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/govt-trying-create-unrest-3116251
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/govt-trying-create-unrest-3116251
https://www.newagebd.net/article/186790/cttc-sues-paris-based-bangladeshi-blogger-pinaki-bhattacharya-under-dsa
https://www.newagebd.net/article/132931/articlelist/323/article/index.php
https://www.newagebd.net/article/176839/defamation-case-filed-against-8-bnp-leaders-for-remarks-on-pm
https://www.newagebd.net/article/187753/bnp-accuses-police-admin-of-putting-obstructions
https://www.newagebd.net/article/187753/bnp-accuses-police-admin-of-putting-obstructions
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/11/bangladesh-opposition-says-over-4000-charged-in-govt-crackdown
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/leaders-activists-arrested-overnight-raids-houses-hotels-ctg-bnp-3140881
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/journalist-says-beaten-bcl-men-while-covering-clash-3032456
https://www.jagonews24.com/en/national/news/63435
https://cpj.org/2022/05/journalists-stabbed-assaulted-in-bangladesh/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2022/08/un-high-commissioner-human-rights-michelle-bachelet-concludes-her-official-visit

