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Foreword

Odhikar has been diligently monitoring the human rights situation in Bangladesh since
1994, in order to promote and protect civil, p olitical, economic, social and cultural rights
of Bangladeshi citizens and to report on violations and defend the victims. Odhikar,
being an organisation of human rights defenders in Bangladesh, has always been
consistent in creating mass awareness of human rights by several means, including
reporting violations perpetrated by the State and advocacy and campaign to ensure
civil and political rights of citizens. Odhikar unconditionally stand s by the victims of
oppression and maintains no prejudice with regard to their political leanings or
ideological orientation. The Organisation firmly believes that all victims of human
rights violations are in dire need of protection and deserve justice. Thus, it advocates for
establishing protection and justice for victim s of human rights abuses.

Odhikar consistently monitors the human rights situation of Bangladesh and releasesa
status report every month. The annual report of 2018is the outcome of a compilation
and analysis of the monthly human rights situation monito ring reports, published every
month in 2018. Thesewer e produced based on Oddatakar 0s
collection and reports sent by associated local human rights defenders across the
country; and information and statis tics published in different media. While carrying out
human rights related activities, Odhikar has been facing severe repression and
harassment by the government since 2013. The Organisation hasevertheless releasad
this annual human rights report of 2018 in accordance with internation al standards,
despite the persecution and continuous harassment and threats to its existenceThe key
strengths of Odhikar are the human rights defenders associated with it across the
country and human rights organisations around the world.

Odhikar is deeply grateful to all the human rights defenders, partners and well -wishers
at home and abroad who are spontaneously supporting Odhikar to continue its work
and show their solidarity with Odhikar, which strengthens our mission in difficult
times.

To see he detailed human rights reports of Odhikar, please visit www.odhikar.org and
facebook: Odhikar.HumanRights



http://www.odhikar.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Odhikar.HumanRights/
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Executive Summary

1. The human rights situation of Bangladesh in 2018 was cause for grave concern
Due to the extreme disruption of freedom of opinion and expression, incidents of
various human rights violation s have not been widely reported in the news
media; and victims have been afraid to disclose many serious incidents for their
own safety and security. As a result, the number of human rights violations
might we Il be much higher than the figures, reported here. The most significant
violation of rights occurred due to the 11" Parliamentary elections. Widespread
human rights violations took place centring around this election, held on 30
December2018

2. The level of attacks and suppression on opposition party candidates and their
leaders and activists before the December 30 Rrliamentary elections had never
been sen i n the hi st osrpylls. ®rdor t@ the) gectord a kg
number of arrest operations had been carried out against leaders and activists of
the opposition (mainly BNP) and dissidents. During this period, numerous
criminal caseswere filed against central opposition leaders, including grassroots
activists; many of them allegedly fabricated. Furthermore, the names of the
deceased, bedridden or very elderly persons or those imprisoned 2 at the time of
the claimed incident; and people living abroad , were also included as accused in
these fictitious cases?

3. During the 11th Parliamentary elections on 30 December 2018, nicidents of
various irregu larities, such as stuffing ballot boxes the night before polling day ;
casting fake votes; voters being forced or coerced to vote openly for the ruling
party candidates; 6 c apt ur i n gehtresparrestsiandgforcibly ousting of
polling agents of the oppo sition party -nominated candidates; and intimidation of
voters by supporters of the ruling Awami League -nominated candidates, election
officials and members of law enforcement agencies occurred.?

4. The Awami League-led coalition government, over the past 10 years, hasmade
partisan several important state and constitutional institutions and made them
subservient to the government party . The incumbent Awami League government
removed the caretaker government system in 2011, ignoring public opinion. As a
result, the Awami League returned to power through controversial and farcical
10h Jatiya Sangsad elections on 5 January 2014, and created a fearful

Y The daily Prothom Alo, 13 October 20h&ps://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1556797
2The daily Manabzamin, 12 October 20h8p://www.mzamin.comarticle.php?mzamin=139808&cat=3/
®The daily Manabzamin, 8 October 20b&p://www.mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=138627&cat=2
* https://www.ti -bangladesh.org/beta3/index.php/en/highlights/574819-01-15-07-24-53

® National Parliament
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environment in the country by abusing civil and political rights. The
continuation of such acts was seen in and after the 11th Parliamentary elections
held on 30 December 2018where the people were deprived from exercising their
right to franchise.

From 30 July 2018 after the death of two students, the students of the schools
and colleges started a movementdemanding road safety. During this movement,
students blocked various roads in Dhaka, demanding the resignation of the
Minister Shahjahan Khan and the trial of the irresponsible bus drivers and safe
roads.” Later, the movement spread to different districts of the country. In order
to prevent the movement, the government ordered law enforcement agenciesto
attack and arrest students; and ruling Awami League leaders -activists joined in
the attack. Cases were filed against the protesters and they werearrested and
allegedly tortured in police custody.8 Furthermore, those who supported the
movement for the demand for safe roads, were persecuted in various ways,
including arbitrarily arrested , tortured and sued under the repressive laws.?
Internationally renowned pho tographer Shahidul Alam posted a video on his
Facebook about the students' movement demanding a safe road, andgave an
interview to Al Jazeera in this regard. Members of the Detective Branch (DB) of
Police took him out of his house and tortured him. He was sued under the
Information and Communication Technology Act for spreading false information
and rumors.10 In addition, Nusrat Jahan Sonia, a pregnant school teacher in
Kolapara under Patuakhali District, was arrested by the police for posting
information o n her Facebook supporting the road safety movement.11

®The Caretaker Government system was incorporated in the Constitution through fheni@ndment b the Constitution, as a

NBadzZ & 2F LIS2LX SQa Y2@SYSyid tSR o0& (GKS (GKSYy hLlLlRarldArzy
continuation of enmity, mistrust and violence between the two main political parties (BNP and Awami Leaguehid ate
system received a huge public support. However, in 2011 the caretaker government system were removed unilaterally by the
Awami League government through the™&mendment to the Constitution, without any referendum and ignoring the
protests from \arious sectors; and a provision was made that elections were now to be held under the incumbent government.
As a result, the farcical T(Parliamentary elections were held on 5 January 2014 despite the boycotting of this election by a
large majority of p6 AGAOF £ LI NIASad ¢KS StSOGA2Yy 46l a TINDAOIE | yR 2dzi 2
uncontested even before the polling commenced.

"on 29 July 2018, drivers of two public buses on the Airport Road drove the buses recklesslg to geapassengers. As a
result, a bus hit the footpath, causing the death of two students of Shahid Ramijuddin College and seriously injured several
others. Due to incident when journalists asked the road transport labour leader and Shipping Ministeh&halhan, he
started to laugh and ignored the matteFhe daily Jugantor, 1 August 20b8ps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/first-

page/75952/

8a

.y 3f P RSAKY 2| @S0 PFFdzA! NaNISRAalSsy Ghé @S NI deYS y wA IKGa 2+ G OKZ

https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/08/15/bangladestwave-arrestsover-peacefutdissent

°The daily Manabzamif August 2018qttp://www.mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=129425&cat=3/
°The daily Jugantor, 7 August 20 h&ps://ww w.jugantor.com/todayspaper/first-page/77899/
" The daily Manabzamin 6 August 20h8p://www.mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=129425&cat=3/
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6. During this period, the Awami League government used law enforcement
agencies and party leadersactivists to disrupt rallies and meetings of the
opposition and dissidents; and incidents of attacks, filing cases and arrests
continued. Members of the Bangladesh General Student Rights Protection
Council, associated with the quota reform movement 12, were also attacked,
tortured and sued by members of law enforcement agencies and ruling Awami
League leaders ard activists.13

7. Staterepression continued against the dissenting citizens and organisations who
had expressed their opinions independently . The government violated the
freedom of expression of the citizens by adopting repressive laws. There have
also been allegations that many news media were forced to maintain self-
censorship under pressure from the government. Furthermore, various
journalists and media activists were seriously injured after being attacked by the
ruling party men while collecting informati on on incidents of attacks on students
demanding safe roads andduring the parliamentary elections.

8. In 2018, incidents of extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances were also
reported. Particularly, there were allegations of extrajudicial killings and
enforced disappearances of the leaders and activists of the opposition parties
before the 10h Parliamentary elections.

9. The commission of enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings and
matters relating to impunity and injustice were highlight ed by Member States in
Bangl adeshds human rights review as a matt
cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR)4 of Bangladesh on 14 May 2018 at
the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva. However, the government has always
stood in denial and such issues havenever been addressed> Despite this, on 12
October 2018, Bangladesh was reelected as a member of the United Nations
Human Rights Council 16 for a period of 2019-2021, however, it did not take the
necessary measures to preéect its citizens from human rights violations. 17

10.Acts of criminalis ation and intra-party collision s amongst the leaders and
activists of the ruling party were common occurrences in 2018 They have

2 students and job seekers started movemawoini March 201&lemanding a fivgoint demand by placing 10@aiota after
reforming 56% quota government servicancludingBangladesh Civil Service (BCS).

2 The daily Jugantor, 2 July 20b8ps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/firstpage/65373/; The daily Naya Diganta, 9 July
2018;www.dailynayadiganta.com/firspage/331289/

! Such review on human rights situation commed based on information/reports submitted by the government, different
special procedure mandate holders of the UN, special agencies of the UN, National Human Rights Commission and reports
submitted by international, regional and national human rightsamigations and civil society representatives.

®*The daily Naya Diganta, 19 June 2048w.dailynayadiganta.com/diplomacy/325952

® UN Human Rights Council was formed in March 2006 and atherldN member states, 47 states are its members.

" The daily Jugantor, 13 October 20h&ps://www.jugantor.com/national/100225/
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reportedly been involved in incidents of internal conflict, which are linked to
their vested interest; and they are seen using various weapons in public.
Allegations of murder, violence against women, suppression on dissenters,
attacks on students, extortion, forcefully acquir ing tender bids, land grabbing
were reported against them.

11.Human rights have beenviolated i n t he name of pimeA&nt i
During this period, at least five people, including women and children, were
killed in operations by state security forces in the name of curbing 'extremis ts'.

12.In 2018, workers employed in different professions were killed due to lack of
adequate safety measuresin the workplace. Workers of the readymade garment
(RMG) industry were attacked by law enforcement agencies and owners of the
factories, when they protested for variou s demands to be metd including over-
due wages and bonuses. In addition, various forms of violence, including sexual
harassment on Bangladeshi women migrant workers were reported during this
period.

13.Several attacks on citizens belonging to religious minority communities
reportedly took place in 2018 in different district s of the country and their places
of worship were set on fire and effigies vandalized during this period.
Furthermore, it has also been deged that ruling party men were involved in
such attacks around the time of the 11t Parliamentary elections.

14.This year, there were numerous incidents of violence against women including
rape, assaults, dowry violence, acid throwing and domestic violence. In
particular, allegations of rape by activists and supporters of the ruling party were
reported at the time of the General Elections.

15.The Kkilling, torture and abduction of Bangladeshi citizens by Indian Border
Security Force BSH along the Bangladeshindia border and India's politic al,
economic and cultural interventions on Bangladesh continued in 2018. The
Government of India, in order to make a wider interference in the internal affairs
of Bangladesh, damaged the democratic system of Bangladesh by supportind®
the Awami League governmentd s d eci shold the 5 tlamuary 2014
(controversial) elections, which had a direct effect on the farcical 11t National
Parliament elections in 2018.

'8 Before conducting the controversial and farcical 2014 Nationatielecalmost all political parties of Bangladesh decided to
boycott it. At that time, the then Indian Foreign Secretary Sujata Singh visited Bangladesh and succeeded to convince Jatiya
Party to join the electionMembers of the Jatiya Party are now in thevernment (Ministers of the current government) and

at the same time are the opposition in Parliament, which has made peculiar and inactive parliament.
http://www.dw.com/bn/{ k n JEz]CKA p § S n-R it 2wk¢/@-17271479
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16.The Rohingya population have been subjected to brutal atrocities, injustice and
genocide by the Myanmar army in the Rakhine state for several decades. In
particular, more than nine hundred thousand Rohingyas fled to Bangladesh due
to ethnic cleansing operations in August 2017. There are allegations that dildren
and women are being trafficked from re fugee camps. Meanwhile, as a first step
in a thorough investigation, the International Criminal Court has launched a
preliminary examination into allegations of murder, sexual abuse and forcible
expulsion of Rohingya s by Myanmar.

17.Acts of state repression on Odhikar and smear campaigns continued in 2018 and
the Organisation was not permitted to observe the 11t parliamentary elections.
Rather, its application to do so, set off another smear campaign, which was
picked up by the pro -government print and electr onic media.



Human Rights violations statistics: January -December 2018

Statistics: January-December 2018*

> % = © 1% g @ g g
© = IS ©
Type of Human Rights Violation 2 | 2 S| 5 s | s |3 3 5 S| 5 o g
8| 3| =|<|=|>5|>]12|2|8| 3 3 [
Crossfire 18 17 | 28 |149| 50 | 68 | 24 | 35 | 18 | 35 9 458
Extrajudicial Shot to death 1110|000 |O0|O0|]O0]O0]|O0O]0O 0 2
killings Torture to death | 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 6
Total 19 | 8 | 18 | 29 | 151| 50 | 68 | 24 | 36 | 18 | 35 | 10 | 466
Enforced Disappearances 6 1 5 2 1 3 5 6 | 30 | 17 | 13 8 97
Death in Jail 7! 5|9 |8 |10/ 8 | 7]|6|3]|4]8 6 81
Bangladeshis | , |, | o | o | o | 0|10 |1 |3|2]|1|n
Killed
Human Bangladeshis
: . 3|51 |20 1|0]|1]|7]|0 24
rights Injured 0 4
violations by| pgan i
: gladeshis
Total 7|16 | 1|5 |41 ]1]|1]|9]|5]|3 8 51
Injured 12 | 6 1 2 3 1 3 |12 ] 1 3 1 26 71
Atk O Assaulted 1 3 3 0 0 0| 0 |10 1 0 0 4 22
journalists Threatened | 2 | 1 | 3 | o | 1| 1| o] 1]o0o]o]of 2 |1
Total 15|10 7 | 2 | 4 | 2 | 3 |23| 2| 3| 1| 32 | 104
Political Killed 9 5 9 | 11 |13 | 2 3 2 4 |10 | 12 | 40 | 120
1 *kkk
violence Injured 619 | 424 | 335 | 428 | 297 | 153 | 216 | 252 | 261 | 380 | 472 | 3214 | 7051
Dowry related violence against lwls!lonllelwlwls!l 7| s 5 142
women
Rape 46 | 78 | 67 | 69 | 58 | 48 | 59 | 56 | 54 | 53 | 33 | 14 | 635
SO hqrassment Eilling 15 | 14 | 25 |24 |19 | 6 |11 | 8 |16 | 9 | 5 5 157
against females
Acid violence 2 1|13 4| 2]0/|5]|6/|1 1 1 0 26




Public lynching 5 6 8 2 5 2 4 | 3 6 | 4 3 0 48

RMG Killed 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

- WOTKErS | ired| 20 | 0 |40 | 0 |35 |27 10| 0 | 1 |67 | 0 | 132 | 332

Situation of

workers | Workers | wineq | 5 | 3 | 4 | 8 17| 7 | 4|6 |5 | 3| 6| 18] 86
n
Informal Iniured | 8 0 0 4 4 3 9 0 6 | 20 | 1 0 55
sectors !

Arrest under Information and
Communication Technology Acl 2 1 0| O 3 0 2 | 27| 3 1 0 1 40
2006 (amended 2009 and 2013)

Arrest under Digital Security Acl
2018***

*QOdhikar's documentation

** The cases of arrests under the Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Act that are docur
are those where the presentations/statements in question are considered critical against high officials «
government and their families. In Augug2 arrests were taken place against those who allegedly provide
"false and confusing information, spread rumours and-atdie" through facebook/social media during saf
road movement.

*** The Digital Security Bill passed on 19 September 2018 awgdrne law on 8 October 2018.

**** In December, 32 persons were killed and 3008 were injured due to electoral violence centring arot
the 11th Parliamentary Elections which has been added in the Political Violence table.
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Election s and Human Rights

1. Various rights, including the right to vote, were violated in the 11 t*
Parliamentary elections held on 30 December 2018 The Awami League-led
alliance government has been in power since 2009. Thus, the human rights
violations of 2018are acontinuation of the trend from 2009 The Awami League-
led alliance government removed the caretaker government system in 2011,
ignoring the views of the people and the opposition political party; and re-
assumed power through a controversial and farcical 10th parliamentary
election?® conducted on 5 January 2014 creating a culture of fear in the country .
The 2018election was a continuation of the culture of fear. This election was the
most controlled and farcical in the history of Banglade sh elections. The
government returned to power using all the institutions of the state. The Election
Commission held a series of dialogues with different political parties and
alliances, including the Jatiyo Oikya Front (National Unity Front) and the Left
Democratic Alliance and the government, before the announcement of the
election schedule, in order to conduct free, fair and credible elections to resolve
the existing democratic and political crisis. However, in the dialogue, the
government did not accept any demand s brought by the Jatiyo Oikya Front and
the Left Democratic Alliance .

2. Although Odhikar could not observe the elections, due to constraints placed by
the Election Commission, human rights defenders associated with Odhikar
across the country witnessed the elections intheir respective areas and shared
their experiences.2? Furthermore, almost the same information has been obtained
from different media. Before the elections, the Awami League along with its
party leaders-activists and members of law enforcement agencies, obstructed the
campaign activities of the opposition party nominated candidates across the
country and removed them from their constituencies after conducting several
acts, including filing criminal cases against the opposition leaders and activists
and mass arrests. Various irregularities, including stuffing ballot boxes with
sealed ballot papers the night before voting , casting fake votes, coercing people

®The Caretaker Government system was incorporated in the Constitution through frenéndment to the Constitution, as
aresultofpeod Qa Y2@0SYSyid SR o6& (GKS (GKSyYy hLlLl2aArdArzy ! éF YA [SI3dsS |
continuation of enmity, mistrust and violence between the two main political parties (BNP and Awami League). Later this

system received a huge public gut. However, in 2011 the caretaker government system were removed unilaterally by the

Awami League government through the™&mendment to the Constitution, without any referendum and ignoring the

protests from various sectors; and a provision was mhdé elections were now to be held under the incumbent government.

As a result, the farcical T(Parliamentary elections were held on 5 January 2014 despite the boycotting of this election by a

large majority of political parties. The electionwas farcic | Yy R 2dzi 2F onn O2yadAGdz8SyOASazZ wmpo
uncontested even before the polling commenced.

2 |nformation sent by human rights defenders associated with Odhikar.
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to vote in favour of the ruling Awami League nominated candidates , detaining
and expelling polling agents of candidates nominated by the opposition parties
and intimidation of the voters, took place during the polls .21 Even on election day
it was reported that Awami League leaders and activists raped a woman for
voting for the opposition BNP-nominated candidate.?2 Without the pesopl e
participation in the electi ons, the ruling party dincluding the Awami League and
its ally partner Jatiya Party o got an absolute majority. A Parliament without an
effective opposition was established in 2014 due to the Opposition BNP and
others boycotting the polls over the removal of a caretaker government system
and a large amount of irregularities and voter intimidation. As a result, the
government 6s tche peopletplarbmeted . tThe 2018 electionswere
then overpowered by the ruli ng party . Some examplesof the violence are given
below:

3. At around 7:50 am?3 on the day of the election on 30 December,before polling
started, a BBC correspondent covering the elections saw ballot boxes stuffed with
ballot papers in the Shahid Nagar City Corporation Girls High School polling
station in Lalkhan Bazar under Chittagong-10 constituency.24 It is alleged that the
polling agents of the BNP-nominated candidates were ousted in the morning
from six polling centers in the Dhaka University area under Dhaka-8
constituency. Leaders and activists of the Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL)
were seenoutside each polling center.25> At around 11:50 am, some of thefemale
voters who were standing at the Daulatpur Government Primary School polling
center under Chittagong-2 constituency complained that they had been standing
at the center since 8:00am. Supporters of the Awami League candidate had
threatened them to leave the polling centre and go home without casting their
vote and some were physically assaulted26 The polling agents of the symbol
& heaf o f(BNP)avdre picked up by police from different polling centers
under Gazipur-2 constituency and releasedafter being taken to a remote area In
addition, five polling agents of the BNP nominated candidates were detained at
the police station2’ The Di stri ct Returning Officer
some BCL leaders, including Nazmul Alam Siddiqui, former General Secretary
of the BCL central committee and Faruk Ahmed Chowdhury , General Secretary

*! https://www.ti -bangladesh.org/beta3/index.php/en/highlights/5748)1901-15-07-24-53

*The daily Naya Diganta, 2 January 20tgy://www.dailynayadiganta.com/bangtaiganta/377240

23Voting starts from 8:00 am and ends at 4j00.

2 hitps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpGcZoVd7ZM

BThe daily Jugantor, 31 December 2084®ps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/news/127993

% The daily Jugantor, 31 December 2048ps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/eleventhparliamentelection/128077
“The daily Naya Diganta, 31 DecemB@18;http://www.dailynayadiganta.com/banglaiganta/376740
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of District u nit Awami League to monitor the elections in Jamalpur . However,
several professional journalists were not given poll observation cards.28

4. Before the parliament elections, acts of criminalis ation were reported during all
elections, including local government polls. The ruling Awami League used the
administration and law enforcement agencies to @apturedthe polling centres;
cast fake votes intimidate and remove polling agents of the opposition
candidates from their respective posts. Thus their nominated candidates won
through these various malpractices in most of the local government polls,
including the by -elections, Khulna2® and Gazipur30 City Corporation elections.
The Election Commission, headed by KM Nurul Huda, has made this
constitutional body subservient to the government and given legitimacy to all the
irregularities and election-related mismanagements.

5. Bangladesh is aparty to the United Nations International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR). Article 25 (b) of this Covenant states that voting and
selection shall be made on the basis of univesal and equal voting and in
elections held by secret ballot at certain intervals by guaranteeing the free
expression of the electors.However, the ruling Awami League came to power
through fraudulent elections, invalidating Bangladesh's electoral system and
violating Article 25 (b) of the ICCPR.

Mass Arrests and Human Rights Violations in Prisons
6. In 2018, Odhikar recorded that at least 81 inmates died in di fferent prisons of
Bangladesh.
7. Mass arrest operations were conducted on various pretexts in order to prevent
protest meetings organised to denounce the arrest and sentence of BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia3! on 8 February 2018;to suppress opposition party

BThe daily Naya Diganta, 31 December 208/ www.dailynayadiganta.com/banglaiganta/376737

2 hRKA] I NDa& K mipviitojhg  nddorB Ani BMay, http://odhikar.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/humarrights-
monitoringreport-May-2018 Ban.pdf

®hRKA]FNRA& &A Hights 2nghitokig refodutypl//gfihikar.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/SisMonth-Report

2018 Ban.pdf

%ons February 2018, a Special Court Judge Mohammad Akhtaruzzielared the verdict against former Prime Minister

and BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia and sentenced her to five years imprisonment under the Zia Orphanage Trust corruption case.
Since then she has been imprisoned in a solitary confinement in a cent(plgsiently abandoned) in old DhalNP claimed

that such verdict was given out of vengeantkere are 34 cases against KhaledaMeanwhile, Khaleda Zia was unable to

appear before the special court, set up in the abandoned central jail through écatith of the Law Ministry, for trial in the

Zia Charitable Trust corruption case. Khaleda Zia said that she could not appear as she is seriously ill and also ekpressed h
concern that she withot get justice On 29 October, the Appellate Division oétBupreme Court rejected the Appeal filed with

the Appellate Division against this verdict of the High Court. On the same day, Akhtaruzzaman, the judge of the Special Judge
Court5, Dhaka, who gave the verdict against Khaleda Zia in the Zia Orphanageofmuysion case, sentenced four people to
seven years imprisonment in this corruption ca§n 30 October, a High Court Division bench of the Supreme Court,
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activists and dissidents; and to unilaterally d ominate the parliamentary elections
on 30 December During such operations, police arrested opposition party
leaders-activist s o n t he plgnming ts@tot @ fgeerdt meetings Grhere
were allegations of torture in remand after arrest. During this period, numerous
caseswere filed against leaders and activists from central and grassroots levels;
many caseswere filed for mere harassment and were fabricated. Some of those
who had been suedwere deceased some were seriously ill or bedridden or too
old or evenimprisoned . Some wereliving abroad. Police alsofiled a charge sheet
in the name of adeceasedper son after i nxxas tineigedti32 ng t h
Furthermore, prior to the elections, 18 candidates of the opposition alliance Jatiya
Oikya Front were arrested and detained in jail. As a result of these mass arrests
it was reported that the prisons were over flowing beyond capacity.33
Humanitarian disasters thus affected the prisons due to the overcrowding . It is
also alleged that the prisoners died due to negligence of the jail authorities and
lack of adequate doctors and medical treatment.

Hindrance to Freedom of A ssembly

8. The Awami League government has deprived people from the right to hold
peaceful meetings and assembliesby using the law enforcement agencies and its
party leaders-activists to suppressthe opposition and dissenting voices. This was
very clearly the case during the student s¢
the quota reform movement. Peaceful protests and meetings by even teabh e r s &
associations have also been attacked in thenear past34 In order to gain
unprecedented dominance in the political arena before the eleventh
parliament ary elections there were crackdowns on assemblies that werewidely
reported. The government security forces and Awami League activists even
attacked t he o0 ppos éldctiomralliexandnieetidgs th®gldout the
month of December, leading up to the elections.35

9. On 1 January 2018 Jatiyabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)¥* leaders and activists brought
out a rally from district unit BNP office in Pabna, on the occasion of the founding
anniversary of JCD. At that time, police baton charged the rally, threw tear gas

comprising of Justice M Enayetur Rahim and Justice Mohammad Mostafizur Rahman, increasedshergmind 10 years
imprisonment under the Zia Orphanage Trust corruption case.

¥ The daily Prothom Alo, 13 October 2018tps://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1556797

% The dailyNaya Diganta, 13 November 2018tp://www.dailynayadiganta.com/firspage/364250/

*The daily New Age, 11 June 20kip://www.newagebd.net/article/43413/policefoil-teachersdemo-demandingmpo
*The daily Dhaka Tribune, 12 December 20t#&s://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/election/2018/12/12/bnphhatra
leaguemen-attackedafrozaabbass-campaignand te daily Manabzamin, 15 December 2018;

https:// www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/lastpage/122139/

% Student wing of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
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shells and shot at them. At least 35 BNP activists, including district unit BNP
General Secretary Habibur Rahman Tota and Krishak Dal 37 leader Abul Kashem,
were shot.38

10.0n 8 February, after the verdict of Khal e
and threw tear gas shells at leaders and activists of Swechchasebak D& and
Chhatra Dal when they brought out a protest rally in Sylhet. At that time, District
unit Swechchasebak Leagué® Vice-President Pijush Kanti Dey; Sylhet
Metropolitan unit Chhatra League 4! Organising Secretary Sajal Das Anik; and
Awami League activist Munim joi ned the police and attacked the rally with
guns.#2 Two youth wearing motorcycle helmets were seen shooting at the
procession with homemade guns.43 During this attack, Chhatra Dal leader Syed
Mostafa was shot in the head 44

11. Apart from attacking the BNP, the government used its party a ctivists and police
to attack and bar meetings and assemblies of other organisations protesting or
demonstrating against various issues. On 30 June 2018Bangladesh Chhatra
League?> (BCL) leaders-activists attacked a press conference organised by
students demanding the reformation of the quota system in public service, in
front of the Central Library of Dhaka University. During this attack some student
activists, including the Joint Convener of the General Students Rights Protection
Council, Nurul Hug Nuru , were injured. 46 On 2 July 2018, BCL activists attacked
the quota reform movement students when they were organising programmes in
Rajshahi University and at the Central Shahid Minar in Dhaka. Moreover, female
students, involved in the quota reform movement were sexually harassed by
BCL leaders and activists#’” One of the female students, who was victim of sexual
harassment by BCL shared her horrific experience at a press conference On 4
July 2018, many students were injured when police, Chhatra League and dibo
League?d activists attacked quota reform demonstrators at various places,

" Farmers wing of BNP.
#The daily Manabzamin, 02/01/2018ittp://www.mzamin.com/article.phfPmzamin=98714
% Voluntary wing of BNP
40Voluntary wing of Bangladesh Awami League (AL)

! Student wing of Awami League

“The daily Naya Diganta, 09/02/2018tp://www.dailynayadiganta.com/étail/news/292302
*3The daily Jugantor, 11/02/201Bttps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/lastpage/16326/
*The daily Naya Diganta, 09/02/208tp://www.dailynayadiganta.com/detail/news/292302
“* Student wing of Bangladesh Awami League

46 Bangla Tribune, 30 June 20¥8yw.banglatribune.com/others/news/338041

“"The daily Manabzamin, 3 July 20@8yw.mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=124043&cat=2/
*®The daily Naya Diganta, 6 July 20&@w.dailynayadiganta.com/firshage/330619/

**Youth wing of Awami League.
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including Rajshahi University, Jahangirnagar University and Begum Rokeya
University; and in Barisal, Khulna and Narayangan;. 0
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Tariqul Islam, joint convener of the quota refamovement, was seerely injured when BCL activists
attacked him with knives, sticks and hamm@&sily Star 09 July, 2018

»_T
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A femaledemonstratoof the quota reform movemdiging attacked by BCL activists in Dhaka. Photo:
Bangladesh Protidin, 3 July 281

12.0n 29 July 2018,drivers of two public buses on the Airport Road were recklessly
racing each other to get passengers. As aresult, a bus hit the footpath, causing
the death of two students of Shahid Ramijuddin College and seriously injured
several others. When journalists asked the road transport labour leader and

*The daily Jugantor, 5 July 20b8ps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/lastpage/66562/
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Shipping Minister Shahjahan Khan for his comments on this, he grinned and
ignored the question.? As a result, students blocked 20 important roads in
Dhaka City on 30 and 31 July and drafted a 9-point demand letter which
included the resignation of Shipping Minister Shahjahan Khan, punishment of

the killer bus driver and safe road s. During this period, police baton charged the
protesting students to disperse them from different points in Mirpur and Uttara.

As a result, several students were injured.>2 Several students were injured when

police and leaders and activists of Chhatra League and Jubo League and people
wearing motorcycle helmets with visors, attacked the protesting students with

sticks, iron rods and machetes at Mirpur -10, Jigatola and Dhanmondi areas of
Dhaka city.>2 Apart from Dhaka, police and activists of Chhatra League, Jubo
League and Shramik League* also attacked peaceful meetings and assemblies of
protesting students in Chittagong, Moulvibazar, Bogra, Feni, Khulna,
Mymensingh and Manikganj. 55> From 29 July to 15 August, 2018, at least 52 cases
were filed with different police stations in Dhaka against student protesters and

others who were demanding road safety. Around five thousand d unk nown
personsd® were accused in those cases. Amon
43 cases under the Penal Code and Special Powers Act1974 Their lawyers
alleged that police tortured them in custody after taking them in to remand.6

=] 2 v 9 ¥ - s 38
- o % I

Police batorchage students in Mirpur area of Dhaka City on 31 July 2018, when studesisvetal
colleges brought out@rocession, demanding justice for the two college students who were killed in a
road crash and for safe roads. Photo: The Daily Star, 1 August 2018

*1 The daily Jugant, 1 August 201&ttps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/first-page/75952/

*2The daily Jugantor, 1 August 20b8ps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/first-page/75952/

*The daily Jugantor, 3 August 20b8ps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/first-page/76561/

2 2N] SNR& gAy3a 2F 1 o6l YA [ S 3dS

**The dadly Manabzamin, 5 August 20118tp://www.mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=129268&cat=3/
*® New Age, 16 August 2018tp://www.newagebd.nefarticle/48495
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Chhatra League and Juba League activists along with police swooped on students protesting for
road safety at Mirpur in Dhaka. Photo: New Age, 4 August 2018

sdety, at Jigatola in Dhaka. Photo: New Age, 5 August 2018

13.0n 15 December 2018, Chhatra League and Jubo Leag@é leaders-activists
attacked the Jatiya Oikya Front nominated candidate from Noakhali -1
constituency Advocate Mahbub Uddin Khokon and his supporte rs, during the
election campaign at Sonaimuri Bazar. At that time Oikya Front leaders -activists
resisted them in retaliation. Police led by the Officer-in-Charge of Sonaimuri
Police Station opened fire. 11 persons, including Mahbub Uddin Khokon were
shot and injured. 58

*"youth wing of Awami League
*®The daily Jugantor, 16 December 204#8ps://www.jugantor.com/politics/122424
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Injured Mahbub Uddin Khokon, Photo: Manabzamin, 20 December 2018

Political Criminalisation
14.1n 2018 at least 120 persons were killed and 7,051 persons were injured in
political violence. Furthermore, 281 incidents of internal violence in t he
Awami League and 14 in the BNP 5° were also recorded during this period. 53
were killed and 3,225 were injured in internal conflicts within the Awami
League while three were killed and 115 were injured in conflicts within the

BNP.
Political violence 2018: Killed
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*BNP: Bangladesh Nationalist Party.
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League activists are enjoying complete impunity for crimes

due to an absence of democracy,accountability and rule of law . As a result, in

most of the cases, they were not arrested and could not be brought to justice. In

some cases, theywere arrested, but acquitted by the court.80 Some examples are
given below:
16.0n 1 December 2018, clashes took place between suppoers of Rajshahi4
constituency Awami League MP Enamul Huq and suppo rters of Baghmara

Municipality M ayor and Awami League leader, Abul Kalam Azad in front of

Taherpur Degree College in Baghmara Upazila under Rajshahi District, over a
dispute in nominating candidates. Jubo League leader Chanchol Kumar (30) vas

killed in the clash. F

Deceased Jubo League leader Chanchol Kihato: Jugantor, 2 December 2018

17.0n 8 August 2018, Barishal University unit Chhatra League leaders and activists

barred Dr. Manisha Chakr aborty, Member-Secretary of the University unit of the

Socialist Party of Bangladesh (SPB)when she was greeting students at Barishal

©The daily Prothom Alo, 26 Janu@@18. www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1417456/
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http://www.newagebd.net/article/57663; and the daily Jugantor, 2 December 20b8ps://www.jugantor.com/todays
paper/first-page/117463
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University and also attacked her supporters. Three activists supporting her, of
the Somajtrantrik Chhatra Front 62 were injured during this attack. 63

State Repression

18.In 2018, many people including leaders and activists of the opposition party
(mainly BNP) allegedly became victims of enforced disappearance, extrajudicial
killing, torture and knee-capping. The commission of enforced disappearances
and extrajudicial killings and matters relating to impunity and injustice have
been highlighted by Member States,asa Bangl
matter of grave concern, during the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Revi ew
(UPR)4 of Bangladesh on 14 May 2018 at the UN Human Rights Council in
Geneva. The UN High Commi ssioner for Human
during the 38th session of the Human Rights Council (HRC), said that Bangladesh
did not pay any heed to the UN requests on monitoring the human rights
situation in the country. 65

Torture

19. Although the Torture and Custodial Death (Prevention) Act, 2013 was passed, a
large majority of the torture victims and family members are not able to file any
cases under thisAct due to fear of reprisals; and those cases that have been filed
are yet to see light in the court.

20.0n 5 September 2018, members of law enforcement agencies arrested 38 students
from the Mohakhali, Tejkunipara and BG Press areas of Dhaka, for allegedly
bei ng invol ved i n t he 6guot a ref or mo and
September, 26 of the arrestees were released but 12 were keph custody. The
parents of those who were released said that everyone had been tortured at the
Detective Branch of Police Offic e. One of the parents all eg:
had beentied behind him and he was beaten.56

21.0n 8 November 2018, police arrestedtwo persons named Faruk Hossain and
Asharaful Islam under the pretext of recovering drugs, in Matikumra Village

%2 Student wing of Socialist Party ofriggadesh (SPB)

®The daily Jugantor, 9 August 20b8ps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/banglaface/78714

% Such review on human rights situation commenced based on informationftegabmitted by the government, different
special procedure mandate holders of the UN, special agencies of the UN, National Human Rights Commission and reports
submitted by international, regional and national human rights organizations and civil scepeggentatives.

% The daily Naya Diganta, 19 June 20&8w.dailynayadiganta.com/diplomacy/32595Rrothom Alo, 21 June 2018

% The daily Prothom Alo, 10 September 2018;
https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?mod=1&pgnum=1&edcode=71&pagedate=20330

and The daily New Age, 10/09/2018tp://www.newagebd.net/article/50252/whereabout®f-12-road-safetyprotesters
unknownafter-4-days

21


https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/bangla-face/78714
http://www.dailynayadiganta.com/diplomacy/325952
https://epaper.prothomalo.com/?mod=1&pgnum=1&edcode=71&pagedate=2018-09-10
http://www.newagebd.net/article/50252/whereabouts-of-12-road-safety-protesters-unknown-after-4-days
http://www.newagebd.net/article/50252/whereabouts-of-12-road-safety-protesters-unknown-after-4-days

under Jhikargachha Upazila in Jessore District. Later the police inflicted torture
on them and shot them in their legs. They were admitted to the National
Institute of Traumatology and Orthopaedic Rehabilitation in Dhaka where

- ————

doctors amputated their left legs.6”

Asharaful Islam (Left) and Faruk Hossain of Jessore lost their left legs after being pblater Photo: Prothom
Alo, 25 November 2018

Extrajudicial killings

22.A total of 466 persons were reportedly killed extra -judicially by Police, RAB,
DB Police, BGB, Security Forces and Coast Guard in 2018. Among the 466
persons extra judicially kill ed, 458 wer
g un f i gHRurtherdare, among the deceased, six persons were allegedly
tortured to death by police and DB Police. Moreover, two persons were
allegedly shot to death by police.

23.Several incidents of extrajudicial killings took place in 2018. Members of law
enforcement agencies started to commit widespread extrajudicial killings in a
6 war o sbfrochMayg?018. From 15 May to 31 December 2018,285 persons
were reported Killed extra -j udi ci ally in the name of
during anti drug drives across the country. Relatives of some of the deceased,
claimed that the men had not been involved in any criminal activity .

24.0n 7 June 2018, family members of deceased Raju Prodhan, local people and
students of a private university , organised a human chain in front of the National
Press Club at Dhaka in protest of the kiling of Raju Prodhan (18) during
6gunfight & b e thavseoa @ MaR 2088 imRupgan] under Narayangan]
District. Raju Prodhanos f Rajulwasmot&rhugger m Pr o

(@}
«Q
—

The daily Prothom Alo, 24 November 20m8ps://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1566554
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or extortionist. There was no case or General Diary filed against his son. He was
killed deliberatelyi n t he name®of o6crossfireod.

25. Ekramul Hugq, Councillor of Teknaf Municipality was deliberately killed by RAB
on 26 May as alleged by his wife Ayesha Khatun who, at a press conference,
demanded a judicial inquiry into this matter. She also shared an audio recording,
which was taken on cell phone during the killing of her husband, where the
whole incident of the killing came to light. 69

26.Furthermore, law enforcement agencies are claiming that drug peddlers are
being killed in gunfights among themselves. After such information was made
public by law enforcers, some families of the killed, alleged that they were shot
dead after being picked up by members of law enforcement agencies’0

27.Nazma Begum, wife of deceased Anisur Rahman, organised a press conference
on 8 June 2018 and said that on 28 My police took her husband from their house
and shot him dead while he was blindfolded. Police claim that Anisur Rahman
was killed in gunfight between drug dealers. 72 Among the victims extra
judicially killed, there were political activists. For example, on 27 May a Jubo
Dal’2 leader named Rafiqul Islam in Jhenaidah, becamea victim of extrajudi cial
killing as alleged by his family .73

Death penalty
28.The death penalty exists inthecr i mi nal |l aws of the countr
dysfunctional criminal justi ce system, the death penalty as a maximum
punishment, also can be potentially used against people whom the government
wants to incarcerate for a long period of time with the added mental stress of
possible execution.
29.1n 2018, 319persons were given death sentencesby the lower courts.

8 The Daily Ittefaq, 8 June 2018tp://www.ittefag.com.bd/print-edition/secondedition/2018/06/08/282336.html

% The daily Manabzamin, 1 June 20&8yw.mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=119731&cat=IK r z p

0 Munshiganj Police claimed that on 29 May 2018 Sumon Biswas, an alleged drug peddler, was killed in a gunfight between two
IANRdzZLJa 2F RNHA LISRRE SNBO® { dzYraed Odhikab thak & brbu@ of plairidthed pd@rierk | y . S =
detained Sumon from the Bashtola Panir Tanki area on 28 May and beat him up. Later they handed Sumon over to Sub
Inspector (SI) Shamim of Hatimara Police Outpost. When family members went to the PofostGuitd Munshiganj Sadar

Police Station to learn of the whereabouts of Sumon, police denied his arrest. On 29 May the family members came to know
that he was killed.

" The daily Jugantor, 9 June 20h&ps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/lastpage/57965/

2 youth wing of BNP

"8 Information sent by local human rights defender associated with Odhikar from Jhenaidah.
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Enforced disappearances
30.In 2018, 97 persons were allegedly disappeared 74 after being picked up by
members of law enforcement agencies. Among them, the bodies of 12
disappeared persons were recovered, 61 have returned alive or were shown as
arrested after several days or months of their disappearance ; and the
whereabouts of 24 persons remain unknown.

Total number of Disappeared persons 2018

30

31.Enforced disappearance is a crime against humanity as defined in the Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court 7. It has been usedas a tool of state
repression to prevent and suppress political opponents and dissenting voices in
Bangladesh. Such crime is a grave violation of Articles 976 and 1677 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and Articles 31 78 3279 and

"odhikar only documents allegation of enforced disappearance where theyfameimbers or witnesses claim that the victim
was taken away by people in law enforcement uniform or by those who said they were from law enforcement agencies.
TINIAOES T 2F GKS w2YS {dFiGdz2isS adl dSa O rgainst tuSahy2WkiddS R RA & | LILIS |
committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian population, with knowledge of the attack
"Enforced disappearance of persons" means the arrest, detention or abduction of persons by, or witthttrézation,

support or acquiescence of, a State or a political organization, followed by a refusal to acknowledge that deprivation of
freedom or to give information on the fate or whereabouts of those persons, with the intention of removing them from the
protection of the law for a prolonged period of time.

® Article 9:Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention.
No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such grounds aaxtordance with such procedure as are established by

law.

7 Article 16: Everyone shall have the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.

8 Article 31: To enjoy the protection of the law, and to be treated in accordance with law, anthaxcordance with law, is

the inalienable right of every citizen, wherever he may be, and of every other person for the time being within Bangladlesh, a
in particular no action detrimental to the life, liberty, body, reputation or property of any pestall be taken except in
accordance with law.

" Article 32: No person shall be deprived of life or personal liberty save in accordance with law.
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activists of the opposition political parties became victims of enforced
disappearance in 2018, particularly before the 11 parliamentary elections on 30
December. The families of the disappeared and witnesses claim that members of
law enforcement agencies arrested and took away the victims. In some cases,
although law enforcement agencies deny the arrest; days or months later, the
arrested persons are produced before the puwlic by the police; or handed over to
a police station and appear in Court, or the bodies of the disappeared persons are
found. Despite allegations made by the families of the disappeared, the
government has repeatedly been denying that incidents of enforced
disappearance occur, instead of taking any action to recover the victims and
investigate the suspected perpetrators.

32.During the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Bangladesh , on
14 May 2018 at the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva, the Law Minister
Anisul Huq disagreed with the position that enforced disappearances occur in
Bangladesh. Instead, he remarked that the cases of abduction of some
individuals are often reported as enforced disappearance; and there has been a
tendency for quite some time to label all cases of missing persons as enforced
disappearance?8! After the Law Minister was done denying the commissions of
enforced disappearance at the UPR, the families of the disappeared organised a
human chain in front of the National Pr ess Club in Dhaka on 26 May and
demanded the return of their family members before Eid -ul-Fitr82. A number of
leaders and activists of the opposition were disappeared ahead of the 11h
Parliamentary elections, in order to prevent them from participating in
campaigns and so that they could not be involved in the electoral process. Later
many of them had been shown as arrested and/or released .83

33.In 2018, 24 people, including Asaduzzaman from Rajshahi on 27 March 84
Mohammad Masood and Saiful Islam from Laksh mipur on 5 April 85 Ismall
Hossain Manik from Dhaka on 4 Juné®; Altaf Hossain Howlader from Jessore on

% Article 33 (1): No person who is arrested shall be detained in custody without being informed, as sayntasofithe
grounds for such arrest, nor shall he be denied the right to consult and be defended by a legal practitioner of his choice.
0/ 2y GAYdZSRXDDO
BhRKA 1 | -Mr Humlari Rights Monitoring Report : Januadyine 2018www.odhikar.org/wp
content/uploads/2018/07/SixMonth HRR_2018 Eng.pdf
® Eidhul-Fitr was celebrated on 16 June 2018
B The daily Nay®iganta, 2 December 2018http://www.dailynayadiganta.com/firstpage/369048T ¢ XIrr-TXg} ¢ s
% The daily Jugantor, 30 March 201i&tps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/bangla
face/32973/%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%87%E0%AT%87%E0%AE6%B2%E0%A7%83%E0%AE6%99%E0%AT%EDY%E6%B6%96%
1%E0%A6%BBRE0%AE6%ACYHEO0%AE%BEY%E0%AG%AL%E0%AE6%BI%EO0Y%AT %87 %EO0%AT7%80%E0%AE%BO
% Information gathered by Odhikar
% The daily Naya Diganta, 5 July 201i8://www.dailynayadiganta.com/city/33868/
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http://www.dailynayadiganta.com/first-page/369048/একের-পর-এক-তুলে
https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/bangla-face/32973/%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%87%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B2%E0%A7%83%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%96%E0%A6%B1%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A1%E0%A6%B9%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%B0
https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/bangla-face/32973/%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%87%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B2%E0%A7%83%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%96%E0%A6%B1%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A1%E0%A6%B9%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%B0
https://www.jugantor.com/todays-paper/bangla-face/32973/%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%87%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B2%E0%A7%83%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%96%E0%A6%B1%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A1%E0%A6%B9%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%B0
http://www.dailynayadiganta.com/city/330368/

14 August8’; Sohan Sharif from Faridpur on 8 Septembe8; Humayun Kabir alias
Julvern from Pirozpur on 27 October8?; and Mohammed Rabiul Awal Sohag from
Comilla on 26 November® had become victims of enforced disappearance after
being picked up by security forces. They are yet to return.

34.Moreover, Touhidul Isl am of Kushtia®l; Nur Hossain Babu, Shimul Azad and
Sohag Bhuiya of Manikgan) 9% Abul Hossain9, Faruk Hossain, Sabuj Sardar,
Zahirul Islam and Liton of Narayanganj®4, Sharif Ahmed of Mymensingh 95, Abu
Bakar of Jashoréb, Billu Parvez of Jashoré’ are disappeared persons whose
bodies were found in 2018.

Public Lynching

35.In 2018,48 persons were killed in public lynch ing.

36.Incidents of deaths due to public lynching continue to occur despite right to life
and personal liberty being guaranteed in the Constitution of Bangladesh and
Article 6 of the ICCPR. Mob beatings occur due to a lack of public trust in the
criminal justice system, existence of impunity, lack of implementation of laws,
loss of faith and confidence in law enforcement agencies and social unrest. As a
result, ordinary citizens are taking the law in their own hands and the tendency
to resort to public lynchi ng is quite common.

8 The daily Manabzamin 29 August 2018tp://mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=132687&cat=9

8 |nformation gathered by Odhikar

% The daily Kaler Kantha, 31 October 20Q1i8p://www.kalerkantho.com/printedition/last-page/2018/10/31/697857

“ The daily Jugantor, 6 December 2088ps://www.jugantor.coninational/119274

% Information gathered by Odhikar

“The Daily Star, 16 September 20k8ps://www.thedailystar.net/backpage/news/murdeB-youths-nothing-known-none-
arrested1634413

% The daily Prothom Alo, 27 October 2018

% The daily Prothom Alo, 28 October 2018 and The Daily Star, 23 October 2018;

https:// www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/news/theywere-pickedday-1650685

% The Daily Star, 15 October 2018ps://www.thedailystar.net/country/nevs/drug-peddlerkilledmymensinghgunfight
bangladeshl 646797

®The daily New Age, 21 October 20h8p://www.newagebd.net/article/53707/twemore-drug-peddles-killed-in-gunfights
The daily New Age, 21 October 20b8p://www.newagebd.net/article/53611/miscreankilled-in-gunfightin-jashore
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Freedom of Expression

Repressive laws

37.From January to December, 40 persons were arrested under the Information
and Communication Technology Act , 2006 (amended 2009 and 2013); andl5
persons were arrested under the Digital Securi ty Act, 20188 from 1 October to
31 December 2018.

38.The government has obstructed the freedom of expression of citizens by enacting
widely criticised repressive laws. Dissidents and opposition party leaders -
activists were arrested under the Information and C ommunicatio n Technology
Act and the Digital Security Act , over any kind of criticism against high -ranking
individuals of the ruling party or their family members through social media.

39.Eight cases were filed under the repressive Information and Communicatio n
Technol ogy Act for the allegations of
6rumour so amongst student p r  tfoe sntitemg s
destructive activities and for making derogatory remarks on the Prime Minister.
16 persons were arrested ad they were allegedly ill treated by members of law
enforcement agencies?® Among the arrested persons, are a pregnant school
teacher Nusrat Jahan Sonid%® from Kolapara of Patuakhali, actress Kazi
Naushaba Ahmed10i, a coffee shop owner Faria Mahzabin92, and quota reform
movement leader Lutfun Nahar Luma. 103

40.0n 9 August 2018, BCL activists picked up Dhaka University student Rafsan
Ahmed and handed him over to Shahbagh Police Station for allegedly posting a

% The Digital Securitill passed on 19 September 2018 and became law on 8 October 2018.

% New Age, 16 August 2018tp://www.newagebd.net/article/48495

100The daily Manabzamin, 6 August 20b8p://www.mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=129425&cat=3/
' The daily Manabzamin, 5 August 2008p://www.mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=129278&cat=2/
192 The daily Jugantor, 18 August 20b&ps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/lastpage/81751/

103 1he daily Prothom Alo, 15 August 2018tps://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1553718
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status on his Facebookpage critical about the government, the ruling Awami
League and the family of the former President Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. A case
was filed against him under the ICT Act. 104 Savar Upazila unit Jubo League Joint
General Secretary Sheikh Farid Al Razi filed a case under the ICT Act against
Nazmus Saki b, editor of the Savar based new
making a derogatory remark against the Prime Minister in the online version of
the newspaper.105

41.The current government, on 19 September2018, passed the Digital Security Act,
2018 n the National Parliament d espite objections from journalists, human rights
organisations and civil society representatives.1% |t is to be mentioned that the
contents of the controversial section 57 of the ICT Act has been divided and
included in sections 25, 28, 29, and 31 of the Digital Security Act.Due to this and
some other legal provisions, the Digital Security Act is even more stringent than
the ICT Act, which is contrary to Article 39(2) of the Constitution and a clear
violation to freedom of opinion and expression.107

42.0n 11 October 2018, police arrested a BNP supporter Abul Kashem, under
section 25 (2) of the Digital Security Act, 2018 on charges of a post on Facebook
mocking Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Finance Minister Abul Ma al Abdul
Muhith and the Bangladesh Awami League. 108

Amendment of the law for speedy trial
43.0n 11 February 2018, the National Parliament passed the Law and Order
Disrupting Crime (Speedy Trial) Amendment Act 2018 109, In the amendment, the
punishment under this Act has been increased from two years minimum and five
years maximum imprisonment to seven years rigorous imprisonment with a
monetary fine.110

104
105
106

The daily Jugantor, 10 August 20h8ps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/secondedition/79101/

The daily Juantor, 11 August 2018ittps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/secondedition/79468/

The daily Jugantor, 20 September 2048ps://www.jugantor.com/todayspaper/first-page/92399/

197 The daily Star, 29 September 2018;
https://www.thedailystar.net/bangla/%EQ0%A6%B6%E0%A7%80%E0%A6%B0O%E0%A7%8DY%E0%AE6%B7
Y%E0%AB6%96%E0%AE%ACYHE0%AE6%BO/Y%EQY%AE%ISYEQ%ATY87%E0%AG%AS
Y%E0%ABE6%A1%E0%AE%BF%EQ0%AG6%9CY%EQ0%AE6%BFY%EQ0%AE%IF%E0%AE%BEY%E0%AG%B2
Y%E0%AB6%A8%E0%AE6%BF%E0%AE6%B0O%E0%AE%BEY%EQ0%AE6%AAYEQN%AEYAL%EQ%ATY%8DYEQ%AEY%A4%EN%AEY%BE
Y%E0%A6%86%E0%AE6%87%E0%AEY%AB%NE0%AT%87%E0%AE%B0O
Y%E0%AE6%ACYEO0%AE6%BFY%E0%AE%BO%EO0%AT%8BY%EO0%AE%ATY%E0%AE%BFY%EQN%AE%AL%EO%AEY%BE
Y%E0%AB6%95%E0%A6%B0OY%E0%A6%9BY%EQ%BBEABF

1%8The daily Manabzamin, 13 October 20b8p://www.mzamin.com/article.php?mzamin=139992&cat=2/

199 The incumbent Awami League led government on 3 April 2014, had amended this law and increased the punishment period.
This law will continue to be enforced till 7 April 2019.

10The daily Prothom Alo, 12/02/2018ww.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1429276/
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Public Service Bill, 2018 and impunity
44.0n 24 October 2018, t he OPublIlic Servi
Parliament.111 Sub-section (1) of section 4112 of this Act is discriminator y and
contradictory with the Constitution. The Act contains a pre-emption provision
for the arrest of public servants/government employees in criminal cases which
will widen the scope for impunity for public servants and increase thetendency
of corruption .

Freedom of the media

45.In 2018, 71 journalists were injured, 22 were assaulted, 11 were threatened, 15
were sued and four were arrested while carrying their professional duty.

46.There are allegationsthat many media outlets have been forced to carry out self-
censorship under pressure from the government, as in previous years. Awami
League leaders attacked journalists for carrying out professional duties. Some
examples are given below:

47.0n 5 August 2018, journalists from various media became victims of attacks by
the ruling party men while gathering information/news on attacks on protesting
students at and around the Science Laboratoryarea in Dhaka. At that time , the
ruling party men allegedly attacked journalis ts with sticks, rods and machetes,
leaving them seriously wounded. 113

Alleged ruling Awami League men attacked freelance photographer Rahat Karim with sticks, iron rods and machetes
in front of the Police Box at Science Lab intersection in the capitadtRarim bleeds badly after he was attacked.
Photo: The Daily Star, 6 August 2018

111
112

The daily Naya Diganta, 25 October 2018://www.dailynayadiganta.com/morenews/359694/

Under subsection (1) of section 4itis said that before the charges are taken into cognizance by the court in a criminal case
filed against a public servant, if the said public servant is to be arrested, then a prior approval of the government or the
employing entity has to be taken.

13 prothom Alo, 6 August 2018ttps://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/article/1548116
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